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'GLADYSVALE UNVEILED'
" A Three Million Year Record |
of Human Adventure |

|
LEE BERGER |‘|

" Two years ago, Gladysvale cave
| made headlines as the first "new" hominid site to be discovered in South |
Africa in nearly half a century. Since then, year-round excavations by |
Lee Berger and his team from the Palaeo-Anthropology Research Unit

(PARU) of the University of the Witwatersrand, have unveiled a number .
. of remarkable discoveries. Collectively, these finds indicate that Gladysvale |
| is one of the most important early hominid localities in the world.
This article is the first published historical account of a site which will ||
add considerably to South Africa’s pre-eminence in the field of palaeo-
' anthropological research. |

Mined for limestone and bat
guano from 190z 10 1910, and then
intermittently through the 19205 by
George Norton of Krugersdorp, ‘|
Gladysvale yielded a wealth of fossils :‘
amongst the blast rubble. Before mining
ceased in 1928, a few specimens were
collected as curiosities by miners and
visitors, but there was no attempt at a
proper, scientific, collection of fossils
until almost a decade later. ‘

In 1936, Dr Robert Broom (of Mrs Ples |
fame) investigated the site after he had ‘
heard that Mr G van Son, entomologist
at the Transvaal Museum, had reported
what he believed to be 4 "human jaw in
the breccia of the wall of the cave”.
Unfortunately, this specimen was never
recovered, and vandalism was suspect-
ed in its removal. The fossils collected
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by well-known scientists, travelling to
the famous and historical caves in the
Krugersdorp District and the noteworthy
new hominid sites of Gladysvale [see
article in this edition] and Drimolen
only a dozen kilometres from
Sterkfontein; to the Makapansgat
Limeworks, Cave of Hearths, Buffalo
Cave, Ficus Cave and Peppercorn Cave
amid beautiful surroundings in the
northern Transvaal; then a long swing
down south-west to Taung and a half
dozen sites in its neighbourhood; and
back to a climax - a viewing of the
original fossils in Johannesburg and
Pretoria. Guided tours of our superlative
rock painting sites, dinosaur beds, Cape
coasltal caves - all come to mind.
Already we have had parties of
archaeo-tourists visiting our sites
and specimens, from the US A Canada,
the United Kingdom and elsewhere.
The value to schoolchildren and univer-
sity students would be immense: in the
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recent past, thirty to forty thousand
pupils from Transvaal schools have been
visiting Sterkfontein each year.

Obviously there would be the same
concerns as those promoting eco-
tourism have to address: all parties
would need to be authorised and under
skilled guides with a strict eye to guard
against pollution and vandalism.

In other words archaeo-tourism is
already with us on a small scale: but it
needs to be developed systematically. In
this way this priceless heritage would be
not only of historical and spiritual value
to South Africa, but also of economic and
publicity benefit.

My optimism for next year and for the
next century knows no bounds. Fossils
do have a future - and not just a past.

As Ezekiel found in the Valley of Dry
Bones, fossils even have a message,
coming resonantly to us out of the
distant past, and directing our eyes,
hands, brains and computers, to the way
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that tomorrow’s people will go. | believe
that it is possible to draw lines of human
and environmental change out of remote
antiquity up to the present and then, by

projecting these graphs beyond today, to
find a means of deciphering the pathway
of future change.

ENDNOTES
1. Hominids are members of the family of mankind,
technically the Hominidae.

2. Archaeology refers to the study of past cultures,

as shown through stone implements, fireplaces,
burial features and other aspects of material
culture which may - and certainly in more recent
time periods do - allow archaeclogists insight
into symbalic thought, rituals, art, social
structure and so forth. In contrast, palaeonto-
logy studies the fossilised bones and teeth of
animals and peoples of the past. The two fields
are complementary to each other, and often an
archaeologist and a palaelontologist work
together as a team.

Peking Man is the popular name of the Chinese
subspecies of Homa erectus. an earlier species
which most scholars believe immediately
preceded the latest species, Homo sapiens. to
which living humanity belongs.
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